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he is more guarded than Luther. Nevertheless he
doubted the Petrine authorship of Second Peter,
and it is significant that he gives no notes on
Second and Third John or on the Apocaiypse in
his Commentary on the New Testament, and
writes of First John as simply " the Epistle of
John." 1

Now, of course, to those to whom the whole duty
of Protestantism  is  summed up  in the  saying,
Thou shalt love the Bible and hate the Pope, all
this will seem startling and revolutionary.    It is
none the less wholly consistent with the true and
original  Protestant  position.    In  the  Bible  the
Reformers found Christ;  in Him they were made
sure of God's love to them.    But a book wKich
brought them great gifts like these could need no
outward guarantee.    Rather it was itself thereby
guaranteed.    Such a book shone in its own light;
it stood fast in its own strength.    And if some
parts of it lacked the guarantee, why then,  as
Luther said, " A council cannot make that to be
of Scripture which is not by nature of Scripture,"
and he cared not what befell them.    But of this
he was sure, that the Bible does speak to the heart
of man in words that can only come from God,
and that nothing can deprive us of this conviction
or make less precious the divine utterances that

A Westcott's The Bible in the Church, p. 271.